KEARSLEY 


Fop  1908. 

BY 

J.  C.  EAMES,  M.D., 

(MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH). 
AND 

GEORGE  WALSH, 

(INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES). 


ISSUED  BY 

THE  KEARSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL , 

MARCH,  1909. 


FARNWORTH  : 


Robert  Cooke  Limited,  Printers,  &c.,  Russell  Street  Works. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . o rg/detai  Is/b29525743 


ff^QcLical  Officer  s 'fye'port. 


Barnfield  House, 

% 

Stoneclough, 

March  11th,  1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kearsley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  district  during1  the 
year  1908.  Th  ese,  though  not  so  remarkably  good  as  in 
the  previous  year,  were  fairly  satisfactory.  The  falling  off 
was  not  due  to  any  want  of  care,  but  to  changes  in  the 
climatic  conditions. 

Your  area,  996  acres,  remains  the  same  as  at  the 
last  census  in  1901,  but  the  population  has  been  taken  as 
9,750  in  place  of  the  then  9,218.  This  gives  an  average 
of  nearly  10  persons  per  acre,  or  double  that  of  all  the  * 
Urban  Districts  in  Lancashire. 

The  Births  during  the  year  were  228,  111  males 
and  117  females,  against  253  in  1907,  and  an  average  for 
10  years  of  272.  This  gives  a rate  per  1,000  of  23*3, 
against  32  in  1898,  and  an  average  for  10  years  of  28*3. 
The  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  came  down  to  72,  against 
an  average  for  10  years  of  119. 

The  Deaths  in  the  district  were  151,  and  there 
were  5 outside  of  those  belonging  to  it,  all  in  the  Bolton 
Infirmary.  This  gives  a rate  of  15*4  against  13*3  in  1907, 
and  an  average  for  ten  years  of  16,  Forty  four,  including 
one  in  Bolton  Infirmary,  were  of  children  under  one,  15 
b' tween  1 and  5,  3 between  5 and  15,  11  between  15  and 
25,  52  between  25  and  65,  and  81  over  65.  Sixty  three 
occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  98  in  the  second. 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  21  against  17  in  1907, 
Diarrhoea  19  against  5,  Heart  Disease  14  against  5, 


Consumption  10  against  6,  Whooping  Cough  7 against  0, 
Accidents  6 against  2,  Cancer  5 against  9,  Diphtheria  and 
Enteric  Fever  3 against  2 and  4.  There  were  none  from 
Measles  or  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Infantile  Mortality,  that  is,  the  proportion  of 
children  born  in  the  district  dying  under  a year  old  to 
1,000  Births,  is  188  against  114  in  1907,  and  an  average 
for  ten  years  of  183.  It  is  again  our  black  spot,  and  it  is 
poor  consolation  to  say  that  it  is  an  evil  all  manufacturing 
communities  suffer  from,  and  many  in  a worse  degree. 
The  chief  causes  are  no  doubt  improper  feeding,  want  of 
cleanliness,  mothers  working  too  near  confinements  and 
too  soon  after,  but  I think  a comparison  of  the  two  last 
years  shews  that  the  greatest  factor  is  a high  temperature 
in  the  Autumn.  This  helps  the  others  in  various  ways, 
perhaps  chiefly  by  causing  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
flies.  They  act  by  carrying  disease  germs  from  our  too 
numerous  and  too  close  privy  middens  to  the  infants’  food. 

The  Zymotic  Rate  from  the  six  principal*  infectious 
diseases  is  1*3,  when  the  seventh,  Diarrhoea,  is  included  it 
rises  to  3*2.  This,  like  the  Infantile,  is  too  high,  and  is 
due  to  the  same  causes.  Many  when  they  hear  of  it  and 
that  we  send  very  few  cases  to  Hospital  will  conclude  that 
the  tvro  facts  are  related.  I have  often  pointed  out  the 
fallacy  of  this.  I do  so  again  more  strongly  to  advocate 
the  true  remedy — the  substitution  of  water  closets  for 
privy  middens,  especially  in  our  congested  areas.  Some 
of  the  money  saved  on  Hospitals  could  be  well  employed 
in  assisting  in  this  good  work. 

Whooping  Cough  with  the  seven  deaths  comes  next 
to  Diarrhoea  as  the  cause  of  our  Zymotic  rate. 

Measles  continued  for  the  first  half  of  the  vear,  the 
epidemic  began  in  the  previous  one.  So  much  so  that  in 
dune  it  was  thought  advisable  to  close  the  lvearsley  Moor 
Wesleyan  School. 

Scarlet  Fever  wras  present  all  the  year,  but  in  an 
even  milder  form  than  usual. 


Enteric  Fever  was  nearly  absent  till  October,  but 
very  prevalent  since.  It  is  chiefly  clue  to  the  same  causes 
as  Diarrhoea,  ' though  occurring  a few  months  later. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  longer  incubation.  Another 
cause  seems  undoubtedly  to  have  been  the  eating  of 
contaminated  shell-fish.  This  has  been  noted  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  I know  that  efforts  have  been  made 
to  prevent  the  gathering  of  such  fish  but  without  success. 
It  is  high  time  the  matter  was  fully  investigated. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  56  against 
76  the  previous  year.  Thirty  five  were  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
17  of  Enteric,  3 of  Diphtheria,  and  1 of  Erysipelas. 

The  Annual  Inspection  by  your  Nuisance  Inspector 
and  myself  was  made  in  the  Autumn.  We  began  as  usual 
with  the  parts  below  Farnworth  Station,  and  found  little 
improvement.  The  yards  contained  fewer  fowls,  etc.,  but 
the  great  danger,  the  open  drain  in  Dale  Street,  was  still 
there.  A death  from  Enteric  has  since  occurred.  A more 
pleasant  thing  to  find  was  the  provision  of  water  closets  to 
a new  row  of  houses  in  Bridge  Street.  The  yards  and 
sheds  at  Back  Market  Street  much  as  before,  one  being 
particularly  dirty  and  unfit  for  preparing  food  in,  dogs  and 
cats  having  free  access.  From  35  to  41  however,  the 
gullies  and  drains  had  been  re-laid,  and  a water  closet 
supplied  to  the  last.  Ann  Street,  Back  Ann  Street,  ATater 
Lane,  and  part  of  Back  Bolton  Road,  and  Lord  Street  had 
been  paved  and  channelled.  Back  High  Style  Fold  also 
unsatisfactory.  One  waste  water  closet  was  quite  unfit  for 
use  and  had  a dangerous  hole  at  one  side  of  it,  the  ashpits 
were  overflowing,  and  fowls  in  one  vard.  In  Carter  Street 
however,  there  was  a great  improvement.  Hie  old  privies 
had  been  abolished,  the  drains  relaid,  and  dry  ashpits  and 
clean  water  closets  supplied.  Walton  Place  also  much 
improved.  The  Slaughter  House  had  been  closed,  the 
houses  had  been  whitewashed,  the  privies  and  their 
approaches  made  clean  and  fit  for  use.  The  difficulty  in 
such  areas  is  to  keep  them  so.  Old  Hall  Street  as  usual, 
unsatisfactory.  Houses  9 to  21  had  been  condemned  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  but  were  not  yet  emptied.  Primrose 


Street  yards  were  better,  several  having  been  paved  and 
the  closets  mended,  but  too  many  ashpits  were  overflowing. 
Church  Street  as  before,  no  proper  pavement  at  back  of 
the  top  end.  Oakes  Street  still  badly  in  want  of  paving, 
yards  dirty  and  many  fowls. 

The  corner  of  Tasker’s  Lane  and  Bagot  Street  was 
found  very  congested,  and  the  privies  objectionable. 
Great  improvements  were  found  round  Old  House  Croft 
and  Manor  Cottages,  a good  footpath  being  put  down,  and 
the  yards  paved.  At  Moss  Side  the  closets  had  been 
re-built,  and  were  very  good.  S lackey  Brow  privy 
accommodation  increased,  and  now  ample.  The  road  in 
front  of  houses  at  Kearsley  Green  very  wet  and  dirty 
owing  to  water  flowing  from  the  railway.  The  privy 
accommodation  in  Parsonage  Court,  Fletcher  Street  and 
Chapel  Street,  was  still  too  small.  After  the  very  great 
success  of  the  substitution  of  water  closets  for  privy 
middens  in  Edward  Street,  it  is  very  much  to  be  desired 
that  the  increased  accommodation  may  be  in  that  form. 

Schools. — Half  the  Kearsley  Moor  Wesleyan  yard 
had  been  paved  during  the  year,  but  the  other  half  still 
requires  it,  as  also  the  Lower  Kearsley  and  Bolton  Road 
School  yards.  In  the  present  unsettled  state  of  School 
matters  it  seems  hopeless  to  expect  even  these  alterations. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bake  Houses  were 
found  satisfactory,  that  in  the  worst  situation  having  been 
closed,  one  required  whitewashing. 

Cow  Sheds  and  Dairies  good.  Both  Mold’s  and 
Tebay’s  have  now  proper  places  for  keeping  the  milk,  and 
the  yard  of  the  latter  is  improved,  the  manure  being 
removed  to  a distance,  but  some  paving  would  be  also 
advisable.  The  yard  at  Mills’  has  been  paved  and  is  much 
more  sanitary. 

Factories  and  Workshops  were  inspected.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  former  are  now  all  satisfactory. 
The  Workshop  at  o,  Market  Street,  is  below  ground,  small, 
dirty,  and  badly  ventilated  ; that  at  the  Stores,  Lower 
Kearsley,  also  required  whitewashing  and  ventilation. 


Smoke  Nuisance. — We  still  suffer  from  this,  but 
chiefly  thanks  to  our  neighbours.  I am  very  pleased  to  say 
steps  have  at  last  been  taken  in  our  district  to  put  down 
the  evil.  Though  not  yet  fully  effective,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  continued  they  will  be. 

Many  of  the  following  observations  I have  made 
before,  or  they  contain  nothing  but  what  you  know.  I 
am,  however,  requested  to  make  them  by,  and  for  the 
benefit  of,  the  Local  Government  Board  : — 

The  district  may  be  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
upper,  through  which  runs  the  high  road  between 
Manchester  and  Bolton,  contains  the  highest  ground 
between  the  two,  and  is  somewhat  exposed  and  bleak  ; the 
lower  has  the  river  Irwell  running  through  it  and  is  little 
raised  above  it.  It  is  thus  protected  to  some  extent,  but 
suffers  from  fogs  in  winter  and  smells  from  the  river 
during  hot  weather.  These,  though  unpleasant,  do  not 
cause  much  disease,  for  an  experience  of  over  sixty  years 
of  my  father  and  self  has  shewn  there  to  be  much  more 
sickness  on  the  higher  ground  than  on  the  lower. 

A majority  of  the  male  population  are  colliers, 
most  of  the  remainder  and  of  the  women  and  children  are 
employed  in  cotton  mills  and  paper  works.  Some  amount 
of  Anasmia  generally  follows  all  these  occupations,  but  they 
are  not  otherwise  harmful.  Perhaps  the  worst  effect  is  on 
the  girls.  They  are  employed  so  long  that  they  have  little 
time,  and  less  inclination,  for  home  work,  and  so  are  unfit 
for  it  when  they  come  to  have  homes  of  their  own.  This 
is  one  cause  of  our  high  Infant  Mortality. 

The  House  Accommodation  is  fairly  good,  though 
there  are  far  too  few  houses  with  more  than  two  bedrooms. 
Except  in  the  Bolton  end  of  the  district  the  houses  are  not 
too  crowded,  and  plenty  of  air  flows  round  them. 
Cleanliness  of  the  yards  and  surroundings  is  often  absent 
and  one  of  the  chief  things  requiring  attention.  Action 
under  Parts  I,  II  and  III,  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  is  often  taken. 


The  Water  supply  is  copious,  constant  and  good. 
It  is  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation  and  from  their 
reservoirs  on  the  high  moor  land  on  the  other  side  of  the 
town.  I believe  some  users  have  attributed  a plumbo- 
solvent  action  to  it,  but  this  has  not  been  noted  in  our 
district. 


The  Milk  supply  is  derived  from  farms  in  the 
district  and  neighbourhood,  and  is  good.  The  amount  of 
air,  light,  and  ventilation  in  these  farms,  have  been 
gradually  improved,  and  now  reach  a fair  standard.  The 
cattle,  however,  are  not  generally  kept  as  clean  as  they 
should  be,  nor  is  there  proper  care  in  keeping  the  milk 
free  from  contamination. 

Food  inspection  is  carried  out,  especially  in  the 
slaughter  houses,  by  your  Nuisance  Inspector,  but 
unfortunately  he  has  no  power  of  taking  samples  for 
analysis.  The  internal  organs  of  one  cow  were  destroyed 
last  year  for  tuberculosis,  but  the  flesh  was  considered  good. 

Sewerage  and  drainage  has  been  carried  out  nearly 
all  over  the  district.  The  greater  part  is  good,  but  near 
Cemetery  Road  the  new  works  are  not  yet  complete,  and 
at  the  bottom  of  Stoneclough  Brow  the  fall  is  so  small  that 
the  sewer  is  apt  to  get  silted  up.  The  sewage  is  taken  to 
the  lowest  land  near  the  Irwell  and  then  treated  by 
precipitation  and  septic  tanks.  The  effluent  is  satisfactory 
to  the  River  Commissioners. 

Excrements  from  the  almost  universal  privy 
middens  and  house  refuse  are  disposed  of  on  the  farms  and 
in  tips.  This  is  done  by  your  own  men,  not  by  contract. 
Complaints  of  neglect  are  too  numerous,  and  difficult 
indeed  to  avoid,  owing  to  the  different  sizes  of  the  pits  and 
the  number  using  them. 

Nuisances  are  brought  to  your  attention  every 
month  by  your  Nuisance  Inspector.  Orders  are  then  given 
for  their  abatement,  and  if  these  are  not  attended  to  the 
cases  are  again  submitted  to  you. 


Bye-laws  as  to  lodgings,  offensive  trades,  &c.,  quite 
adequate,  as  we  have  none  of  the  former,  and  only  two 
(both  tripe  boiling),  of  the  latter. 

The  School  sanitary  arrangements  and  water  supply 
are  now  generally  good.  There  are  only  five,  and  all 
Public  Elementary.  One  is  large,  new,  and  quite 
up-to-date.  Two  have  been  condemned  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  the  other  two  are  threatened  with  the  same 
fate.  This  will  entail  a great  waste  of  public  money,  as 
most  of  the  faults  found  in  them  have  been  remedied,  and 
the  rest  could,  at  one-tenth  of  the  cost  of  new. 

The  usual  infectious  diseases  are  notified,  and  you 
have  practically  unlimited  hospital  accommodation.  After 
using  it  extensively  for  some  years  it  was  found  quite 
ineffective  for  lessening  the  number  of  cases.  Of  late  it 
has  been  used  very  sparingly  and  certainly  this  has  not 
caused  any  change  for  the  worse.  All  cases  are  visited 
regularly  by  your  Nuisance  Inspector,  disinfectants  supplied, 
isolation  insisted  on  as  far  as  practicable,  and  the  rooms 
fumigated  with  Sulphur  or  Formaldehyde. 

Tuberculosis  has  not  been  notified. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  EAMES. 
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KEARSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cause  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1908. 
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ratory organs 

1 

Alcholism,  Cirrhosis  of 
Liver  

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  disease 

14 

Occidents 

6 

3 

Suicides  . . 

2 

Cong.  Debility 

Old  Age 

All  other  causes 

55 

11 

1 

All  causes 
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3 


23 


65  and 

upwards. 


TABLE  V, 

KEARSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 


Cause  of  Death, 

Under  1 Week. 
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0 

0 
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0 
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CO 

Total  under  1 Month. 

1-2  Months. 

■ — — 

2-3  Months. 

A 

44 

d 

0 

cc 

CO 

71 

d 

s 

iO 
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rH 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7) 

44 

o 

DC 

• 

8-9  Months. 

X 

44 

d 

ksH 

C 

05 

10-11  Months. 

i 

in 

05 

O 

Total  Heaths  under 

One  Year. 

L . y 

1»  | 

GO 

J Certified 
- | 

{ Uncertified  . | 

3 

3 

1 

7 

3 

2 

5 

2 

8 

10 

3 

1 

2 

1 
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Common  Infectious 
Diseases 
Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
' Measles 
j Scarlet  Fever 
! Diptheria  : Croup 
\ \y hooping  Cough 

DiarrhoeJ.  Diseases : 

/ Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

’ Enteritis 

(not  Tuberculous ) 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 
l intestinal  Catarrh 

Wasting  Diseases. — 

1 Premature  Birth  . . 
j Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth  . . 

; Want  of  Breast- 
milk 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus . . 

Tuberculous 
Diseases — 
/Tuberculous 

1 Meningitis.. 

1 Other  Tuberculous 
i Diseases  . . 

B ronchitis  . . 
Pneumonia  . . 

Other  Causes 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

J. 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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1 

1 

5 

17 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

7 a 

1 

2 

5 

2 

8 

10 

3 
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2 

1 
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Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908—9,750. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  -156. 


Kcarslcv  Urban  District  Council. 


Jns'pectov  of  Jf'uisances  J^e'povt. 

Council  Offices,  Kearsley, 

Farnworth,  1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kearsley  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual  Report,  I wish  to 
state  that  a large  portion  of  the  undermentioned  work  has  been 
carried  out  through  my  visiting  the  owners  and  persons  responsible 
for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  premises,  and  pointing  out 
the  necessity  of  the  work  required  to  be  done.  In  a great  many 
cases  the  work  has  been  carried  out  without  the  necessity  of  serving 
legal  notices. 

During  the  year  I have  submitted  a Report  to  the  Council 
shewing  all  cases  where  there  was  not  one  Water  Closet,  Earth 
Closet  or  Privy  for  each  house. 

After  the  Report  was  considered,  it  was  deferred  in 
anticipation  of  the  further  powers  that  may  be  granted  under 
Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to 
require  Water  Closets  in  places  already  congested. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  302 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  •••  7° 

Letters  written  respecting  Nuisances  ...  ...  80 

Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

'bo  open,  clean  out,  and  flush  choked  drains  ...  57 

Construct  proper  drains  ...  ...  ...  3° 

Fix  stench  trapped  gullies  ...  ...  ...  59 

Repair  broken  slop  pipes 

Yards  flagged  or  paved  ...  ...  •••  35 

Fill  up  and  repair  insanitary  ashpits  ...  ...  39 

Limewash,  cleanse  and  purify  houses  on  the  certificate 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  4 

Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  8 

Defective  easing  troughs  and  fall  pipes  repaired  ...  6 

Water  closets  provided  111  place  of  privies  ...  14 

Privies  re-built  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  24 


Total 


• • • 


• • « 


302 


Food  Inspection. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Fish,  Fruit,  and  Butchers’  Shops  have 
been  periodically  inspected.  One  slight  case  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
carcase  of  a cow  was  found  ; I called  in  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  found  it  such  as  not  to  warrant  seizure,  with  the 
exception  of  the  lungs;  all  the  other  internal  organs  were  voluntarily 
given  up  and  destroyed. 

Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  56  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  during 
1908.  No  cases  being  removed  to  hospital. 

Number  of  Notifications  ...  ...  ...  56 

Houses  re-visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Houses  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFICATIONS,  1908. 
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Scarlet  Fever  

8 

I 

6 

3 

I 

3 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 r35 
1 

53 

z3 

l8 

90 

55 

25 

97 

Enteric  Fever  

I 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 ; 

17 

13 

7 

8 

5 

22 

T5 

44 

Diphtheria  

1 

I 

4 

5 

2 

z4 

21 

8 

5 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

4 

3 

1 

5 

6 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Continued  ,,  

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

1 

Totals 

9 

I 

7 

3 

3 

2 

3 

8 

6 

4 

IO 

56 

r 

76 

29 

30 

120 

105 

55 

149 

I have  visited  all  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  as 
early  as  possible,  and  given  printed  and  verbal  instructions  as  to  the 
proper  means  of  isolation  of  the  patients  ; also  as  to  the  disinfection 
of  the  clothing  and  surroundings,  and  carried  out  any  instructions  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  At  the  termination  of  each  case  the 
house  was  fumigated,  and  all  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  drains,  privies,  and 
milk  supply,  and  defects  found  have  been  remedied. 


Factory  and  Workshop. 

These  have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  and  also  along  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected.  Proper  dairies  have 
been  provided  at  the  places  mentioned  in  my  last  report. 


Smoke  Observations. 

Twenty-two  Smoke  observations  have  been  taken  during  the 
year.  In  two  cases  legal  proceedings  were  taken ; in  each  case  an 
order,  with  costs,  were  obtained. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WALSH, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


I 


